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CONFIDENTIAL USNATO 6128 

SECDEF FOR ODDR&E(IP) MR BASIL; OASD ( I AND L) IP- 
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SUBJECT: REPORT OF MEETING OF CONFERENCE OF NATIONAL 
ARMAMENTS DIRECTORS (CNAD), 28-30 OCT 75: ALLIED 
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NATIONAL POSITINS ON AW ACS 

REFS: A. USNATO 5986 DTG 041900Z NOV 75 
B. USNATO 6018 DTG 051815Z NOV 75 
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C. AC/259-DS/ 1 6(FINAL) 

1. WE REPORTED RESULTS OF THE SIXTEENTH CNAD IN USNATO 
5986 (REF A), AND SEPTEL SENT THE EURONAD REPORT TO THE CNAD 
( REF B). THE IS HAS SINCE PUBLISHED THE CNAD DECISION 
SHEET (REF C), WHICH INCLUDES AS AN ANNEX ALLIED NATIONAL 
STATEMENTS ON AW ACS. IN LIEU OF ANOTHER MESSAGE WE HAVE 
DISPATECHED COPIES OF DS/16 FOR FURTHER DISTIBUTION 

TO ODDR&E-IP VIA COURIER (LTC MADSEN. HQDA). YOU SHOULD 
HAVE RECIEVED THEM EARLY ON 10 NOVEMBER. 

2. FOR BENEFIT OF ADDRESSEES, THIS 

MESSAGE INCLUDES FULL TEXT OF ALLIED AWACS STATEMENTS. 

BEGIN TEXT: 

1. THE BELGIAN AND DANISH REPRESENTATIVES NOTED THAT THE 
DECISION OF THEIR AUTHORITIES NATO TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS 
PROJECT HAD ALREADY BEEN FORMALLY STATED. 

2. THE CANADIAN REPRESENT ATIVE.RECALLING THAT CANADA 

WAS ONE OF THE COUNTRIES PARTICIPATINGIN THE PREFINANCING OF 
THE GROUND PORTION, STRESSED THAT HIS AUTHORITIES HAD YET TO 
TAKE A FINAL DECISION ON AWACS, AND WERE UNABLE TO UNDERTAKE 
ANY FURTHER COMMITMENTS AT THIS TIME. 

3. THE FRECH REPRESENTATIVE DREW THE ATTENTION OF THE 
CONFERENCE TO THE STATEMENT HE HAD MADE AT ITS PREVIOUS 
MEETING, IN WHICH HE HAD IDENTIFIED THE INTEREST OF FRANCE IN 
THE CAPABILITY OF AWACS. HIS AUTHORITIES HAD NOT YET TAKEN A 
FINAL DECISION. AND THIS WOULD DEPEND IN PARTICULAR ON THE 
POSSIBILITIES FOR EUROPEAN INDUSTRIAL COLLABORATION. AS 
WELL AS ON THE ORDER OF PRIORITIES ESTABLISHED BY THE STUDIES 
NOW IN PROGRESS. A COMMON PROBLEM FACING MEMBER COUNTRIES 
WAS THAT A COMMITMENT TO AWACS WOULD NECESSITATE THE SACRIFICE 
OF OTHER PROGRAMMES, AND HE WOULD PRESUME THA THE INABILITY TO 
MAKE SUCH SACRIFICES HAD BEEN A CENTRAL DETERMINANT IN THE 
POSITIONS ALREADY STATED BY SEVERAL OF HIS COLLEAGUES. 
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4. CONCLUDING, HE STRESSED THAT THE FRENCH COMMITMENT 
TO ANY PREFINANCING COSTS COULD NOT BE INCREASED OVER THE 
$100,000 ALREADY GRANTED. 

5. THE GERMAN REPRESENTATIVE STATED THAT HE WOULD 
RECOMMEND THAT HIS MINISTER ACCEPT. AT THIS TIME, FOR THE 
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY ONLY A COMMITMENT NOT EXTENDING 
BEYOND THE DEFINITIN PAHSE. 

6. THE GREEK REPRESENTATIVE SAID THAT HIS AUTHORITIES 
CONTINUED TO BELIEVE THAT AWACS WOLD MAKE A USEFUL CONTRIBUTION 
TO IMPROVING THE DEFENCE CAPABILITY OF THEALLIANCE, BUT THEY 
WERE NOT YET IN A POSITIONTOTAKE A FINAL DECISION ON THE 
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MATTER. 

7. THE ITALIAN REPRESENTATIVE CONFIRMED HIS COUNTRYS 

VIEW THAT THE ACQUISITION OF SUCH A SYSTEM WOULD CERTAINLY 
INCREASE THE ALLIANCES OPERATIONAL READINESSBY IMPROVING 
THE EFFECTIVENESS OF IT S AIR DEFENCE. HOWEVER. DUE TO HER 
CURRENT ECONOMIC SITUATION ITALY COULD NOT PARTICIPATE IN 
THE ACQUISITIONPROGRAMME. NEVERTHELESS ITALY CONFIRMED HER 
DECISION TO PARTICPATE IN THE CONTRACT DEFINITION STUDY 
PHASE UNDER THE CONDITIONS ALREADY ANNOUNCED AT THE MAY 1975 
DEFENCE MINISTERS MRF.TTNG. AND UP TO A MAXIMUM OF 
150,000,000 IT LIRE. ITALY RESERVED HER POSITION OF THE 
SYSTEM. 

8. THE NETHERLANDS REPRESENTATIVE INFORMED THE 
CONFERENCE THAT THE NETHERLANDS, HAVING FULLY RECOGNISED THE 
IMPORTANCE OF PROVIDING THE ALLIANCE WITH EFFECTIVE MEANS OF 
DETECTING, TRACKING, AND IDENTIFICATION OF LOW LEVEL TARGETS 
AND SURFACE SHIPS, HAD STUDIES VERY CAREFULLY THE POSS- 
IBILITY OF PARTICIPATION IN AN AIRBORNE EARLY WARNING AND 
CONTROL PROGRAMME. 

9. HOWEVER, THE NETHERLANDS HAD DECIDED NOT TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THIS VERY EXPENSIVE PROJECT, AS NO FUNDS 
WOULD BE AVAILABLE IN THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE FOR AN 
ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL BURDEN. NEITHER WOLD THE NETHERLANDS 
PARTICIPATE FINANCIALLY INTHE ONGONG STUDY, WHICH WAS BEING 
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PREFINANCED BY SOME COUNTIRES. 

10. THE NORWEGIAN REPRESENTATIVE STATED THAT HIS 
AUTHORITIES HAD A POSITIVE ATTITUDE TO THE AWAC SYSTEM AND 
REALISED THAT IT WOULD ENHANCE THE CAPABILITIES OF THE 
ALLIANCE IN THE FIELD OF EARLY WARNING AND CONTROL. HOWEVER, 
THEIR PRESENT THINKING WAS THAT IT WOULDNOT BE POSSIBLE TO 
ACCOMODATE THE PROCUREMENT COSTS WITHING THE FRAMEWORK OF 
THE NORWEGINA DEFENCE BUDGET. 

1 1 . IF THE SYSTEM- AS INDICATED IN AC/259(HLG)WP/4 ON 

COST SHARING- WAS PROCURED BY HER ALLIES, NORWAY WOULD 
POSITIVELY PURSUE THE AIM OF FINDING ADEQUATE MEANS OF 
COOPERATION INORDER TO FACILITATE THE OPERATION OF THE 
AWACS AND ITS LINKING UP WITH THE NORWEGIAN GROUND BASED 
EARLY WARNING AND CONTROL STATIONS. 

12. THE PORTUGUESE REPRESENTATIVE STATED THAT PORTUGAL 
WOULD BE UNABLE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAMME DUE TO 
ECONOMIC CIRCUMSTANCES. 

13. THE TURKISH REPRESENTATIVE SAID THAT HIS AUTHORITIES 
WERE AWAITING THE RESULTS OF ONGOING STUDIES.AND WERE NOT 
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YET IN A POSITION TO TAKE A FINAL DECISION. 

14. THE UNITED KINGDOM REPRESENTATIVE, NOTING THAT HIS 
AUTHORITIES HAD YET TO TAKE A FINAL DECISION OF THE PROGRAMME, 
STATED THATTHE UNITED KINGDOM STRONGLY SUPPORTED A COMMONLY 
FUNDED NATO AWACS FORCE, ON THE CONDITION THAT THOSE AREAS OF 
THE NATO PRIORITY ONE REQUIREMENT WITH WHICH SHE WAS PART- 
ICULARLY CONCERNED WERE FULLY MET. 

15. THE UNITED STATES REPRESENTAIVE.COMMENTING ON THE 
VARIOUS FACETS OF THE AWACS PROGRAMME IN THE UNITED STATES, 
UNDERLINED THECONSIDERABLE CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST IN 
PROCURING A SYSTEM WHICH, IN THE VIEW OF HIS AUTHORITIES, 

WOULD MAKE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE DEFENCE AND 
DETERRENT POSTURE OF THE ALLIANCE. 

16. THE AWACS PROGRAMME WAS ONE OF CONSIDERABLE MAGNITUDE, 
AND HE APPRECIATEDTHE FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES WHICH PARTICIP- 
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ATION IN IT WOULD RAISE FOR MEMBER COUNTIRIES. NEVERTHELESS, 

HE VIGOROUSLY STRESSED THAT INSTEAD OF BECOMING IMMERSED IN 
THE DETAILS OF THE ACQUISITION AND NEW FORMULAE, WHICH MUST 
BE DEVELOPED FOR AWACS, THERE WAS A NEED AT THIS TIME FOR 
THE CNAD TO EXPRESS ITS CONFIDENCE IN AWACS AND TO GENERATE 
FOR MINISTERIAL CONSIDERATION RECOMMENDATIONS OF A CLEAR, 

FIRM AND POSITIVE NATURE. 

END TEXT. STREATOR 

CONFIDENTIAL 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 18 AUG 1999 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 11 NOV 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: izenbeiO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975NATO06128 

Document Source: ADS 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: 1 1 652 GDS 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: n/a 

From: NATO 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 9751 1 89/abbrznbv. tel 

Line Count: 196 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: n/a 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: A. USNATO 5986 DTG 041900Z NOV 75 B. USNATO 6018 DTG 051815Z NOV 75 C. AC/259-DS/16(FINAL) 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: izenbeiO 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23 APR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <23 APR 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <25 SEP 2003 by izenbei0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: REPORT OF MEETING OF CONFERENCE OF NATIONAL ARMAMENTS DIRECTORS (CNAD), 28-30 OCT 75: ALLIED 

TAGS: NATO MILI 

To: SECDEF 

STATE INFO DA 

OJCS 

CNO 

CSAF 

USNMR SHAPE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


USCINCEUR 

ANKARA 

ATHENS 

BONN 

BRUSSELS 

COPENHAGEN 

LONDON 

OSLO 

OTTAWA 

PARIS 

THE HAGUE 

Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



